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Mr Ambassador 
István Nagy
Hungarian Embassy
Muristrasse 31
CH-3006 Bern
Dear Honorable Ambassador 
I've had the following information through an international delegation of observers at the trial against a Syrian named Ahmed H. At the end of 2016 Ahmed H was sentenced to 10 years in prison for terrorism,  without any evidence. In the 2018 appeal, the sentence was reduced to 7 years. I imagine that you are familiar with this trial as it has been amply covered by the Hungarian media. 
Unfortunately it is apparent that Ahmed H. was condemned in advance both by your government and by the pro-government media, despite the fact that the trial is not over yet and that presumption of innocence should remain. I would like to voice my displeasure at these proceedings. It seems quite clear that the trial of Ahmed H. is being used in your country to criminalise and stigmatise asylum seekers and those who support them. 
Given that many human rights organisations, including Amnesty International, have stated that the charge of terrorism is untenable, the two and a half years that Ahmed H. has spent in prison are more than enough for the other ‘offences’ he has supposedly committed.  Therefore, alongside those human rights organisations, I call for the immediate release of Ahmed H. 
I also observe with great distress the “Stop Soros” draft law. This law would allow your government to impede the independence and efficiency of human rights groups in your country. Furthermore, I think that it is completely unacceptable that these groups are stigmatised as “traitors to the motherland”.
In 1956, after the suppression of the popular uprising, tens of thousands of people fleeing Hungary were welcomed openheartingly in different countries. This is indeed what shocks me the most, that the government of a country that has experienced such difficulties refuses to help refugees. Worse still, the government choses to imprison them in border transit zones and treats them as criminals and terrorists.
As a citizen who feels connected to democratic proceedings, I condemn human rights abuses in my own country. However, I also allow myself to look over the fence of my own garden as I feel that the disturbing developments that take place in your country may have, sooner or later, repercussions on the freedom and democratic achievements everywere.
I look forward to your statement and I ask you kindly to transmit this letter to the high authorities of your country.

With my best regards
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